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MILITARY AND SECURITY CHALLENGES IN SOUTHERN SERBIA, 1918-
1933: BATTLES, UPRISINGS, AND RESISTANCE

Summary: The paper analyzes the military and security challenges in the southern
regions of Serbia during the period 1918-1933, within the context of the political integration
of the newly formed Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. The focus is placed on armed
uprisings, the activities of komita and kagak formations, as well as the state’s response through
the gendarmerie and the army. The research shows that southeastern Serbia represented a bor-
derland where local resistances, national movements, and the interests of the Great Powers —
particularly Italy and Bulgaria - intersected. Special attention is given to the role of the cities
of Ni$ and Vranje as military and administrative centers, as well as to the colonization policy
aimed at transforming the region’s ethnic structure. The paper argues that the challenges in the
South became one of the key factors in shaping the Yugoslav order.

Keywords: Southern Serbia, Kingdom of Serbs Croats, and Slovenes, gendarmerie,
kagaks, komitas, security, colonization
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